


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

• Herbert George Wells (1866–1946), historian, journalist, 
philosopher, and political commentator, is best known for 
his foundational books in science fiction. 
 

• H. G. Wells’ First Book First published in 1895 just before his 
first novel, The Time Machine, The Stolen Bacillus and 
Other Incidents features H. G. Wells’ earliest science fiction 
stories.  
 

• In the title story a bacteriologist impresses an interested 
visitor with the deadliness of the cholera germs he keeps in 
a sealed tube in his laboratory. But all is not as it seems - 
neither of them are being truthful 

 



COMMENTARY 

• This story is a chilling satire about the potential role of 
scientists in facilitating bioterrorism.  
 

• The Bacteriologist is so pleased with his own work that he 
gives the Anarchist access to it, and in expounding on the 
power of the cholera bacillus (which he feels he has in his 
own power), he gives the Anarchist the information he 
needs to recognize bioforms as an effective weapon.  
 

• The Anarchist's words are all too familiar; he says that 
others are "blind fools to use bombs when this kind of thing 
is attainable" (5). 



COMMENTARY 

• When his first plan fails and he swallows the vial's contents himself, 
the Anarchist becomes a suicidal martyr to his cause and no longer 
needs to escape his pursuers. He triumphantly confronts them and 
then wanders off into the city, "carefully jostling his infected body 
against as many people as possible" 
 

• Fortuitously, the scientist has been boastfully dishonest about the 
bacteria he was showing off, so that the epidemic will be not 
cholera but something presumably less lethal and comically visible.  
 

• Disturbingly, though, we realize that the scientist's motivation for 
chasing the thief was not to prevent a deadly outbreak, but to avoid 
the trouble of making another culture of his interesting new 
bacterium. 
 

 
 



COMMENTARY 

• Thanks to the Anarchist, London has now become the 
scientist's laboratory: "things might look blue for this 
civilized city," he says (16).  

 
• The scientist is revealed, in his lack of concern for 

ethics, as being an unwitting agent of anarchy himself.  
 

• In the final paragraph, he submits to the civilizing 
influence of his wife, and puts on his coat, not because 
he cares about appearing decent but because he 
couldn't be bothered to resist her. He just wants to get 
back to his lab 





QUESTIONS  

• Examine how suspense and tension are created in 
The Stolen Bacillus. 
 

• How is a range of emotional responses created in 
The Stolen Bacillus? 
 

• "The Stolen Bacillus" by H.G. Wells explores the 
author’s view of society in which he lived. 
Looking at the plot and language of the story, 
analyze how the story reflects the author’s views. 
 

 


